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Windshield or Rearview  

Mirror Christians? 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! By the 
time you read this, it will probably be 2019 
and 2018 will be in the past.  Each year has 
its own blessings and burdens, and 2018 
was no exception. However, in Philippians 
3:12-14, the Apostle Paul writes about the 
importance of not living in the past but to 
look to the future, saying: 12 Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing 
I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Essentially, Paul calls 
us to leave the past in the past, and to look forward to a new day, a new season, and a new beginning 
that is rooted in the love of Jesus Christ. 

With Paul’s thoughts in mind, consider this idea that I shared in the Glad Tidings a few years 
ago and many of you found insightful:  when driving a car there is a windshield and a rearview mir-
ror, both serve very critical roles in that aspect because we cannot drive without either one. In this 
metaphor, however, they point to contrasting mentalities individual people have in life. The wind-
shield signifies looking ahead to the present moment or future, and we also have the rearview mirror 
that only shows us what is behind, or metaphorically speaking, living in the past, despite whether the 
past was good or bad. Furthermore, there’s a reason why the windshield of a car is so big and the 
rearview mirror is so small, and that is, what’s in front of you is much more important than 
what’s behind you.  The past is history, and we are unable to change it, so our sole focus needs 
to shift to what we can still have a say on; the present and future. 

 In closing, let us be “windshield” Christians, who press on boldly into 2019 with great hope 
and expectation.  God has so much in store for Chapel, and I’m excited to see what God is going to 
do for us and through us.  Let us not miss it by gazing into the “rearview mirror.”  May God richly 
bless you! 

 
       In Christ’s love, 
       The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 
 
P.S.  A special “thank you” to each of you for the birthday and Christmas cards and gifts!  I 

appreciate and love you all! 50 years old is not so bad! ~Pastor Steve. 
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Chapel  

Concert Series 

Upcoming Concerts -  

Mark Your Calendar Now! 
Join us on Tuesday, February 26 as Chapel hosts Alma 

College Choir, from Michigan's Presbyterian College. 

Each February the choir tours across the U.S. singing 

concerts, visiting public schools, and participating in wor-

ship services. Singers are all undergraduate students be-

tween the ages of 19 and 22. The concert will have a 

wide mix of music genres including Scottish folk songs for 

which the choir is well-known. 

Because of their limited traveling funds, they have re-

quested lodging assistance for the night of their concert. 

If you are willing and able to house one or more students 

on February 26, or can supply an air mattress for use in 

Silver Hall housing, please contact Lois Doggett at loisdoggett@live.com or (239) 463-5583. Thank you for your support. 

Also performing in February is Doug Renfroe, bass baritone and Carolann Sanita, soprano. This duo will delight us with 

music to touch the heart. Join us on Valentine's Day, Thursday, February 14 for a celebration of love concert. 

A special “thank you” to The Voices of Naples for their  

wonderful performance at Chapel by the Sea on December 6. 

 

Gladiolus Learning and Development Center  “Thank You!” 
Thank you to all of you who generously donated toys for the children at GLAD. Two deliv-

eries were made from Chapel to the Center.  It was obvious that the toys were selected 

thoughtfully. Santa arrived at the Center on December 17 and delivered a toy to each child. 

Thank you for sharing the Spirit of Christmas with the children at GLAD. 

Operation Christmas Child 
Chapel donated 253 gift wrapped boxes to Operation Christmas Child. Thank you to all who participated.  

mailto:loisdoggett@live.com
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  January Birthdays 

 1   Pat Zeigler 

 5    John Henneberger 

 7    Joan Cady 

 8    Dick McNeal 

13   Pete Eissler 

14   Sherry Brown 

14   Paul Caltrider 

15  Carson Valentine Smith   

16   Gilbert Hayes 

16   Mary Jo Jacobs 
 

  January Anniversaries 

  14  Harry & JoAnne Hunter 

  15  Bob & Ginny Young 

  17  Fred & Meg Bushnell 

  27  Ron & Jaci Willow 

 

 

 

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre: Saturday Night Fever 
Chapel members enjoyed the performance of “ELF” at Broadway Palm on December 11. The next show 

is “Saturday Night Fever” on  January 16. Call Anita Turner at (239) 357-9883 for any questions. 

 

 

 
 

Wanda Hart (pictured left)

celebrated her birthday at 

Chapel on December 2. 

17   Mike Ziegler 

18   Marie Moore 

19   Krysta Murray 

20   Lynn Fisher  

21   Gayla Charles 

23  Joan Byers 

24   Torie Nienhaus 

27   Betty Ashbridge 

29   Tonya Reasoner 

Birthday  

Celebrations 

at Chapel!  
Pastor Steve cele-

brated his 50th 

birthday at Chapel 

by the Sea on  

December 16. 

Flowers 
To have flowers displayed at the Sunday Worship 

Service and noted in the weekly bulletin, fill out a 

card in the Church Office and the chart in Silver Hall 

and the box in the office. 
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Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 
Sisters in Spirit ( SIS) is a group at Chap-

el by the Sea who meet once a month to 

enjoy fellowship and fun activities that 

help everyone grow closer to God. Both 

men and women are invited to join SIS 

on Tuesday, January 8 at 10:00 a.m. for 

the next meeting. Mark Tesoro, a bal-

ance and fall prevention specialist from 

Lee Health, will give a presentation at 

the meeting. After the presentation, all 

are welcome to join for lunch at Tucka-

way Café. For more information please 

call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630.  

Thank you to everyone who made the 

December SIS gift exchange such a fun 

time at the December SIS meeting! 

Christmas Services at Chapel by the Sea 

The “Blue Christmas” Service on December 9 ( pictured above.) 

The Christmas Eve Candlelight Services (pictures below.) 
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Thanks to all the Chapel members who helped to beautifully decorate the Chapel for this 

Christmas season! Any volunteers who can help to “un” decorate on Tuesday, January 8 

at 10:00 a.m. would be greatly appreciated! 
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A letter from our Parish Nurse…. 
 

Come join the FUN as we keep healthy and keep 

moving in 2019. The Chapel Sea Dolphins walk-

ing club will start up again on Tuesday, January 

15 at 9:30 am. We will meet on the patio to do 

an easy 30-minute group walk together through 

the nearby neighborhoods and beach. 

All are welcome and we will accommodate what-

ever pace is good for the group. Once again, we 

will be participating in the Healthy Lee’s Million 

Mile Movement program. Stop by the office to 

pick up your individual tracking sheets. As you 

consider improving your health this new year – think about trying our popular Yoga 

class, every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m., remember Yoga is for everyone.  

Looking ahead to February – save the date of Feb. 5th at 11:30 am for a Lunch and Learn 

about – When the time comes… a panel discussion with Pastor Steve,  a representative 

from the National Cremation Society and I will be reviewing information on Advance 

Directives.   

There are so many positive health benefits to staying active and engaged in our Chapel community activities.   

Let’s help each other to stay motivated and we celebrate this New Year.   Wishing you blessings for Good health, Ann 

 

Our Parish 

Nurse is availa-

ble for health 

counseling, 

health educa-

tion and emo-

tional/spiritual 

support. Call 

the church of-

fice and Ann will return your 

call. Office hours for the Parish 

Nurse are Tuesday & Wednes-

day from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

(239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                 

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 

Join the Challenge! 
Participation dates:  

January 15 – April 15 

The journey of a million miles 

begins with a single step…Whether you’re walking, 

running, biking or swimming, register as an individual 

for this community-wide challenge for FREE!  

We’re challenging Lee County to get more active by 

moving 1,000,000 miles in 3 months, so sign up by 

January 15 and download the new My Wellness App 

to track your moves easily. For more information 

visit www.HealthyLee.com. 

 

Lunch and Learn – Advanced Planning 
Sponsored by Chapel & National Cremation Society 

Tuesday, February 5 at 11:30 a.m. in Silver Hall 

It is not easy to have a con-

versation about dying well. 

As we know, every person 

will eventually face death and 

the church can help play a 

role in preparing for this 

emotionally and logistically. You are invited to a free 

lunch & learn workshop on funeral planning, ad-

vanced directives, and cremation. Speaker will be 

Pastor Steve Adkison, Parish Nurse Ann Fossum, RN 

and Leslie Fowler from the National Cremation Soci-

ety. RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 463-

3173. You may find this information helpful as an in-

dividual and in thinking about taking the burden off 

your loved ones for when the time comes. 
 

 

YOGA is for Everyone! 

 Join us at Chapel by the Sea in the Session Room of Silver Hall  

every Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. –11:30 a.m. The cost is $10 per 

session Chapel Members / $12 per session Non-Members. 

These ses-

sions are 

geared to-

ward begin-

ners and pos-

tures will be 

modified so 

that everyone 

can experi-

ence wonder-

fully, relaxing 

exercise. Re-

search contin-

ues to show 

that YOGA 

decreases 

stress, im-

proves bal-

ance, and pro-

motes better 

sleep. It can 

also help ease symptoms of depression. YOGA can teach us to be 

present in the moment through mindfulness meditation. Take the 

opportunity to age gracefully with more strength and stability. The 

instructor will have some yoga mats on hand but if you have your 

own, please bring it with you along with bottled water.  

The YOGA class at Chapel by the Sea on December 19. 

January Health and  

Safety Message 

mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
http://www.HealthyLee.com


Page 7   •     Glad Tidings     •     January 2019 

 

Adult Sunday School — The Gleaners, the adult Sunday School class taught by Laura Miller meets in the 

Chapel Library at 9:00 a.m. The class is continuing to study the Gospel of Luke, which was on Chapter 10 

when classes were suspended last spring. The book is titled Luke for Everyone by N. T. Wright. New mem-

bers are always welcome. To join, call Laura at (239) 292-5102 and she will secure a book for you. 

 

Children’s Church/Nursery — Sunday mornings at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. Children 

will enjoy fun activities, learn more about Jesus, and even play some instruments! 

 

Solomon’s Porch Adult Book Study and Discussion — The 

group meets on Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. The title is Reversed Thunder:  The Reve-

lation of John and the Praying Imagination by Eugene Peterson.   

 

Scouting Program — Tuesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Silver Hall. For more info., contact Drew at 

(617) 416-2757 or drewyelle@gmail.com.  

 

YOGA — Decreases stress, improves balance, and promotes better sleep. The 

instructor will have yoga mats but if you have your own, bring it with you. The cost is $10.00 a 

class for Chapel members and $12.00 for non-members. Contact Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN 

(239) 463-3173 ext. 13 or ann@chapelbts.org. 

 

Habitat for Humanity — The “habitat builders” are continuing their winter volunteer season. The 

team’s expertise includes siding (vinyl), painting (interior and exterior), demo, cleanup, accessorizing, 

and any number of other skills. Both men and women are welcome. No experience or special tools are 

required. “On the job training” will be provided. We work every Thursday and leave the rear of Chapel 

parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and return to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. You’ll need to bring your own lunch, 

snack, and water and soft drinks. If you plan on participating or even just considering it, please call Tom 

Kelly at 612.325.0450. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Sew N Sews — Help Sew N Sews continue their efforts to reach out and make a difference 

through the art of sewing. Please consider dropping by any Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Bring 

your own lunch; the group breaks around 12 noon for nourishment and lots of laughter.  

 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen — Chapel will be serving lunch at Immokalee Soup Kitchen on Friday,  

January 25. Volunteers needed. Sign-up sheet in Silver Hall.  

 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group — Conducted 

by trained facilitators, 2nd Friday of each month, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. in the Library of Silver Hall. Con-

tact: Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum (239) 463-3173 ext. 13 or ann@chapelbts.org 

 

Healing Service — A Service of Healing follows the 10:00 a.m. service at the front of the Sanctu-

ary on the 3rd Sunday of each month. This service of prayers for healing reflects our belief that 

God’s purpose for us all is a life of wholeness for our mind, body, and spirit.  

 
www.chapelbts.org — Go online at www.chapelbts.org. for Chapel Newsletters, the 

Chapel Calendar, and much more! Also check out the Chapel by the Sea Facebook page for 

pictures and upcoming events! 

 

E-Giving — With E-Giving, you can support the great ministry work we are doing together. 

What is E-Giving?...It’s a way for you to give faithfully through our website at 

www.chapelbts.org. 

 

January Liturgists 

  January 6   Janna Holmes 

  January 13  Sondra Hunt 

  January 20  Phil Byers  

  January 27  Phil Byers  

On-Going Activities at 

Chapel by the Sea 



Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: holly@chapelbts.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 
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